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Club Committee for 2021
Our club held its fourth committee meeting this year on June 28 and the fifth on July 26.
Meetings are held via Zoom at 8 p.m. New committee members are required! Please let
Secretary Rachael know if you are attending and not a committee member, or an apology
if you are on the committee: upton.rachael@gmail.com
Club office bearers for this year are as follows:
President – Tyson Hillyard
FOR THIS YEAR’S
Vice-President – Jenny Casanova
Secretary – Rachael Upton upton.rachael@gmail.com
WALLARINGA CLUB
Treasurer – Michael Westover and Lexie Ashforth
EVENTS (INCLUDING
Map Archivist and Eventor Officer – Tyson Hillyard
Technical Officer – Jenny Casanova
SOCIAL) SEE PAGE 6
OSA Council Reps – Jenny Casanova, Tyson Hillyard
Club Contact – Tyson Hillyard tyson.hillyard@gmail.com 0408 089 534
Equipment Maintenance – Frank Tomas
Newsletter Editor – Peter Kreminski pvk@internode.on.net 0414 810 058
Website Manager – Mark Overton
Committee Member – Tony Roberts
If you have the time please consider becoming a committee member, as any input would be
greatly appreciated. It is not onerous and you would be warmly welcomed. Of course any club
member can attend a committee meeting if they wish – we meet every six to eight weeks. Please
contact any Committee member if you require further information.

Newsletter Content
Readers are asked to send contributions to Peter Kreminski pvk@internode.on.net. Unless stated
otherwise, all content is authored by Peter Kreminski.
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Vale Brian O’Neill and John Clark
Wallaringa Orienteers lost two of our Foundation Members in June this year with the passing of
Brian O’Neill on the 7th at the sadly young age of 73, and John Clark on the 16th at the age of
94.
John was there at the Club’s foundation meeting in December 1978 and authored the Club’s
constitution. Brian is also mentioned in the minutes of that meeting and in 1979 become
Wallaringa’s representative to the council of the Orienteering Association of South Australia.
John Clark, a graduate geologist who became a businessman, remained a Wallaringan for the
rest of his life, and together with his wife June became our first honorary life member in 1982.
Then, feeling that he should reciprocate, he donated the Clark Trophy for Wallaringa Junior of
the Year in 1983. John’s son Peter and grandchildren also were members of Wallaringa and
indeed it was Peter who had convinced his parents to take up sport. After John’s death, flowers
and condolences were sent from the club to the Clark family and several club members attended
a memorial service on in July.
Brian, a champion rugby union player, supported by his wife Olivia, was a key member of
our club for over ten years. He helped produce many of the Club’s early maps and received the
1981 ‘Club Person of the Year’ award. His name appears as a fieldworker on the following
maps: Devil Gully (1979), Kyeema (1980), Kenton Valley (1981), Mylor (1982), Wirra Wirra
(1984), Hannaford Hump (1985) and Arbury Park (1991). Brian left orienteering to concentrate
on a distinguished academic career in chemical engineering.
The photo below left (taken in 2019 by President Tyson Hillyard) shows left to right: John
Clark, Miguel Clark, Bryce Clark, and Peter Clark.
The older image below right is that of Brian O’Neill c. 1980 with a young Wallaringan
(possibly Judy Rathjen, but readers are asked to give their opinion) wearing the original club Tshirt. This image was sent to Frank Tomas by Brian’s son Sam O'Neill shortly after Brian’s
death. Brian’s academic and rugby achievements were detailed in an email to the editor by Tony
Roberts.
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2020 Clark Trophy Awardee - Jessica Jarvis
Earlier this year Jessica Jarvis was awarded the Clark Trophy as the 2020 Wallaringa Club
Junior of the Year. Now, with Jessica having been chosen to be in the SA State School Squad,
and going to Tasmania in September, we appreciate her father, Mark Overton sending the first
photograph and the story behind it. Thank you Mark.
The event is the 2014 Long Distance Championships [run by our Club] at Merridee and yes,
that is Jessica about to start in W10A as a seven-year-old; unshadowed as well! She lost to Ana
Penck who is now in the State squad as a Senior Girl so was a couple of years older.
Every girl from those Champs in W10, W12 and W14 are still orienteering - the results from
that event:
W10A 2 100 m, 2 starting competitors
1 Ana Penck YA S 23:57 11:24
2 Jessica Jarvis WA S 37:12 +13:15 17:42
W12A 2 700 m, 1 starting competitor
1 Zoe Carter TJ S 38:45 14:21

How they have all grown in the last seven years!

Above: Jessica at the Start and then at
the Awards of the SA Long Distance
Champs on 13 September 2014. She
wears a vintage Wallaringa T shirt.

Another award: Jessica in handing
Robyn Cutten a present in thanks for
looking after her during the 2014
Easter events. It is in the Flinders
Ranges on 8 June 2014 – Jessica’s
seventh birthday.

W14A 3 100 m, 5 starting competitors
1 Emily Sorensen TT S 28:19 9:08
2 Joanna George TT S 28:40 +0:21 9:14
3 Sarah Lim TJ S 33:34 +5:15 10:49
4 Meredith Norman TJ S 34:52 +6:33 11:14
5 Abigail George TT S 43:54 +15:35 14:0
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Rae Harris (1927-2021)
The Committee was saddened to hear of the recent death of another Life
Member of our Club – Rae Georgene Harris (nee Dobie), the mother of
daughter Lynn and of long-time Tjuringa orienteer Garry Harris. Two of her
granddaughters also participated in orienteering at one time.
Rae was 94 years old when she passed away peacefully on the 28 th of
July. Her funeral was held a few days later with her treasured orienteering
quilt (see the last Newsletter) being interred with her. At the funeral Rae’s
love of music and playing the guitar was reflected in a great-granddaughter’s
solo saxophone performance of ‘Amazing Grace’.
The youngest of five, Rae was brought up in the Mid North and the
Adelaide Hills. Widowed at an early age, she remarried and became a
fashion buyer and later a successful businesswoman in her own right.
Rae began orienteering at a mature age in the mid 1980s. Her devotion to
the sport and accomplishments culminated in her receiving a Certificate of
Merit from the Women's Suffrage Centenary Recreation and Sport Task
Force in 2016.
Pictured is Rae, just before her ninetieth birthday and immaculately
dressed, at one of the last Club social functions she attended – a dinner held
in February 2017 at the Henley Surf Lifesaving Club.

Mitchell Park event – Sunday, 8 August 2021
This event, although minor in nature, was well presented by Course Planners / Event Organisers
Meredith Rasch and Mark Overton, helped by Jessica Jarvis.
Taking place during uncertain times with government lockdowns threatening cancellation,
Mark and Meredith were nevertheless able to attract eighty entrants using a new map initially
produced by David Simmons and finalised by Tyson Hillyard. Jenny Casanova played a
valuable advisory role at all stages of the event.
The organisers were very appreciative of the numerous (21) Wallaringans who had entered
and how they all were willing to help on the day. In a circular email Meredith wrote:
Thanks for your help at the event yesterday. It all seemed to run very smoothly and
unstressfully (if that's a word). The number of people who helped enabled everyone to have a
run as well as run the event and we were packed up and gone in reasonable time.

At Registration / Download (L to R): Jenny Casanova (wearing a Covid Marshal vest), Mark Overton, Meredith
Rasch, Jessica Jarvis, Tyson Hillyard, and Mark again. Note the masks and the hand cleanser.
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At the Start (L to R):
Greg Rowberry,
Michael Sinickas
(about to run),
Meredith Rasch.
Earlier in the
morning some
Wallaringans
wearing cold weather
clothing as well as
masks were
unrecognisable.

News in Brief





Wallaringa would have had three competitors in the South
Australian Long Distance Championships at Renmark in
April but Jim Rathjen had the midfortune to hit a
kangaroo whilst driving to the envent. Fortunately Jim was
not injured but at last report his car had still not been fixed.
Our president, Tyson Hillyard is now a Level 2
Controller.
Many thanks to Tony Roberts for sending the cartoon.
Being a pair and lost, the bugs must be rogainers and not
orienteers with their vastly superior navigational skills.
“Face it, Fred – you're lost."

Information for event Course Planners and Organisers
Orienteering South Australia has comprehensive information freely available for orienteering
course planners and organisers. Please go to the following website (which is within the overall
OSA site) to avail yourself of it:
https://www.sa.orienteering.asn.au/about-us/event-management

SA Orienteer Online
Remember that our state newsletter, the South Australian Orienteer, is now published on line
and available on: https://www.sa.orienteering.asn.au/about-us/news/sa-orienteer

Wallaringa T shirts
These are available through Jenny Casanova and are unique in their styling, especially the ¾
sleeve style. They are worth having, and not just for orienteering events.
Men’s/women’s ¾ sleeve with blue trim / Unisex t-shirt with orange trim.
The ¾ sleeve are $35 and the unisex T-shirt are $30.
Jenny.Casanova@sa.gov.au
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Club History on our Website
The newest (2021) version of the Wallaringa Orienteers history will soon be on the web. Please
check: https://www.sa.orienteering.asn.au/clubs/wallaringa/history

Wallaringa events for 2021
One event left!
Narrinyeri Hills – Long OY event, 12/09/2021. Peter Ashforth is the Course Planner
and Tyson Hillyard the Event Organiser

History Corner
Deceased Wallaringan Foundation Members, John Clark and Brian O’Neill appear in the article
devoted to them on page 2, but readers may like to peruse a brief online biography of Geoff
Davidson, another of our Foundation Members who passed away last year:
https://www.smh.com.au/national/australian-paediatric-icon-a-skilled-tutor-20210323p57dc1.html
Phil Stoeckel recently sent a photo of Geoff Davidson and Neil Ludvigsen (both at one time
Presidents of our Club) testing a bridge at Mylor in preparation for the South Australian Schools
Championships in 1988. Wallaringa life member Phil was the bridge’s constructor.

And from across the ditch: (A history of orienteering in New Zealand - Orienteering NZ)
As one approached the drinks control in a large depression expecting to find the empty drink
bottles lying on the ground, you saw instead a large tent with frills around the sides, beach
umbrellas, tables and seats, even a loo behind. The control flag was atop of the tent and inside
the clipper could be found at the bar ... complete with two barmen in tuxedos serving spirits,
beer, cordial, soup, coffee and tea. After you had clipped your card, the clock was stopped so
you had time to enjoy your drink to piped music, chippies and peanuts. The clock was started
when you set off again. ~ ‘25 Years of Kapiti HAVOC’ (Kapiti Hills and Valleys Orienteering
Club, now Hutt Valley Orienteering Club).

